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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT IN UNITED STATES PATENT APPLICATION 
(NATIONAL PHASE PROCEEDINGS UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 371) BASED ON 
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. PCT/DE97/01629 AND CLAIMING 
PRIORITY OF GERMAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 196 31 357.0 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Box PATENT APPLICATION 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Preliminary to examination of this application, please cancel claims 1-15 of the original text of 
International Patent Application No. PCT/DE97/01629, and substitute therefor the Amended Claims 
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1-13 appended to the "Translation of the relevant parts of the PCT Preliminary International 
examination report, dated November 3, 1998." 

The examination and prosecution of this application therefor are requested to be established on the 
basis of such Amended Claims 1-13. k 
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